
Notes from the Senior Warden … 
 
 With December’s arrival, we are already in the Advent  
season.  Our annual meeting is behind us.  We have selected the 
2011 Vestry.  The Search Committee is close to completing its work. 
I’m in  the final weeks of my Vestry term and my two years as  
Senior Warden. 
 I greatly appreciate the St. Anne’s congregation, collectively 
and as individual members.  Whether under a permanent Rector or 
as a church in transition, our mission is shared and our efforts are 
collaborative.  While we are not in lockstep on every issue, we can 
— and we do — work together.  St. Anne’s is a caring community. 
 January 2011 will open with new lay leadership.  We don’t 
know when St. Anne’s next permanent Rector will join us, but ex-
pect it to be soon.  Both will be positive changes for the parish.  
While we don’t look forward to the day that we will say farewell to 
our Interim Rector Jerry, we do understand how a temporary in-
terim period and Interim Rector have helped us grow as a parish. 
 The coming year will be an exciting time for all of us.  
Please continue to pray for the Search Committee, the current and  
future Vestry, and the candidates as we move into the final phases 
of the spiritual discernment process that will lead us to call our 
next permanent Rector.  For it is 
 

 “All is God’s time, all in God’s way, all will be well.” 
                                                                                     -Irene Burton 
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Giving Thanks … 
By David Linton 

 
 Right now, this holiday season is my favorite time of 
year.  For me there are many reasons, so it is hard to settle on 
just why.  Growing up, I loved the crisp fall weather with warm 
days and cool nights—a welcome change from stifling summer 
heat.  The changing colors and the shorter days flavored with 
the smells of my mother baking holiday treats are some things 
that still linger in my memory many years later. 
 Much of what happens this time of year is measured by 
the commercialism of our society.  It seems for so many that 
Black Friday is the “all important” day of the season, if not the 
year.  While understandable, this is unfortunate.  This retail 
milestone often overshadows the significance of the Thursday 
before. 
 Our nation, comprised primarily of immigrants, has 
been giving thanks for generations — each of us in our own 
way.  Giving thanks is something that should remain in the 
forefront of our conscience each day and not just on one special 
occasion. 

(Continued on Page 2) 
  

Prayer for the Parish 
 

God of infinite goodness, as we participate in  
mutual discernment with Rector prospects in the 
weeks and months ahead, open our hearts and 
minds to your will.  Guide us to move forward in 
the sure confidence of your love toward a loving 
and fruitful relationship between priest and  
people. 
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 For me, after starting each morning with thanksgiving, 
the rest of the day somehow seems to flow just a little bit 
smoother.  This holiday season reminds us that we all have so 
much to be grateful for.  Where to begin? 
 
 I am grateful for the Advent season, the gift of the Christ 

child and the promise of redemption. 
 I am grateful for the leadership of the Vestry and Rector 

Search Committee during this time of transition and dis-
cernment. 

 I am grateful for the possibility of redefinition and rededica-
tion that will come as we prepare to engage with the Rector 
candidate God is sending our way. 

 I am grateful for the love and caring that Jerry and Sally 
have shared with us during our time together. 

 I am grateful for the commitment of love and caring given 
by our team of  faithful Stephen Ministers. 

 I am grateful for this warm and radically welcoming com-
munity that is St. Anne’s. 

 I am grateful for the staff of St. Anne’s Child Care, for the 
love and nurturing they offer the young lives within their 
care. 

 I am grateful for the millions of men and women in service 
to our nation around the world who are in harms way and 
away from their families this holiday season. 

 I am grateful for the many blessings and freedoms that liv-
ing in America affords us. 

 I am grateful for the love, support and comfort of my 
friends and family, both immediate and communal. 

 I am grateful for caregivers and the love they offer to those 
who are less fortunate than I am. 

 
 Peace and blessings to my St. Anne’s family! 
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Outreach Activity for December….  
…. Angel Tree Time 

 
 This year, St. Anne’s Angel Tree Ministry will provide 
Christmas gifts to children and adults in need in our commu-
nity.  The tree is in the Parish Hall and wrapped gifts are due 
by Sunday, December 19.  To participate, please follow 
these steps: 
 
1. Select one or more paper ornaments indicating gift requests 

from the Angel Tree 
2. Replace each paper ornament with an angel ornament from 

the basket under the tree 
3. Buy and wrap each gift 
4. Attach the ORIGINAL PAPER ORNAMENT to each present 
5. Bring the wrapped gifts to church and place under the tree 

by Sunday, December 19 
 
 If you are unable to shop, donations can be given and 
the shopping and wrapping will be done  for you.  Make checks 
payable to St. Anne’s, earmarked for the Angel Tree. 
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Other Information from Outreach … 
 
Food Pantry Donations:  Local food pantries are in need of 
the following items for December:  pasta, peanut butter, dish 
towels, men’s warm winter gloves.  Please put your donations 
in the basket at the main entrance to the church or in the dona-
tions box in the Kennedy Parish Center.  Donations are deliv-
ered on the 2nd and 4th Tuesdays of each month.  Thanks to all 
parishioners who contribute to the food pantries every Sunday! 
 
Prodigals Community 2010 Wreaths of Hope:  Prodigals 
Community is selling wreaths, garland and roping as a fund-
raiser to support their residents.  Prodigals provides charitable, 
educational and spiritual activities for recovering substance 
abusers in Winston-Salem and this ministry is supported by St. 
Anne’s.  Order sheets are available in the Parish Hall and your 
order will be delivered to your home.  The last date to order is 
December 9 and the last delivery date is December 13. 
 
The FOX8/Sealy Holiday Concerts to Benefit the Sal-
vation Army in the Triad:  Enjoys the sounds of the Greens-
boro and Winston-Salem Symphonies all for FREE!  With  
donations of canned and non-perishable items, family and 
friends can enjoy this annual concert that supports the Salva-
tion Army’s efforts to help the needy.  The Greensboro concert 
will be Friday, December 10, at 7:3e0 p.m. and the Winston-
Salem concert will be Saturday, December 11, at 7:30 p.m. 
 
International Campus Ministries Project:  The Outreach 
Committee has received an e-mail from Tina Stearns of St. 
Timothy’s Episcopal Church.  The International Campus Minis-
tries of the Triad is providing “care packages” for the interna-
tional students who attend one of seven colleges in the Triad 
and will be far away from home over the holidays.  There are 
fliers with all the details on the Outreach Table in the Parish 
Hall for any members who are interested in helping with this 
effort. 
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Local Mission Opportunity 
 

Note:  Vickie Sigmon, a former parishioner of St. Anne’s and director 
of Open Arms Community, is appealing for volunteers.  Open Arms is 
a mission of the United Methodist  Church serving the residents of 
Waughtown and neighboring communities.  If interested, call Vicki. 
 
 We are very much in need of helpers who are high 
school or older to tutor for our Tuesday evening program.  
Tutoring begins at 6 p.m., we eat at 7:30 and leave at 8. 
 The students range in ages from 5 to 14 and most are in 
the elementary grades.  Their work is usually not difficult, but 
most of the students are remedial and need personal attention 
to help them stay on track.  They thrive when given the very 
much needed one-on-one personal attention.  There are a few 
pre-schoolers who much come with their older siblings.  These 
little ones are delightful and love to have someone read or 
color with them. 
 Thank you for your care for all of God’s beloved, here 
and throughout the world.  With you in God’s service. 

Vicki Sigmon, Open Arms Community 
437 E. Sprague Street, 724-0850 
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December Birthdays 
      
Dec. 1  Edward Samuel Pearson 
Dec. 2  Jordan Edward Hileman 
Dec. 9  Caroline Steele 
Dec. 13 Hoppy Elliott 
Dec. 19 Becky Sigrist 
Dec. 26 Ian Davis-Huie 



Upcoming Events from Parish Life … 
 
Pasta Dinner … The pasta dinner for December 8 will be a 
joint effort between the Parish and St. Anne’s Child Care  
Center.  The time will be moved forward an hour to accommo-
date the schedule of Child Care parents so the super will begin 
at 5:30 p.m. that Wednesday.  Of course, if you can’t get there 
right at 5:30, please come anyway since there will be folks 
around for a while.  A sign-up sheet will be available in the  
Parish Hall on Sunday, December 5. 
 
 
Baby Shower …  A little princess will soon 
arrive!  Everyone is invited to a baby shower 
for Kristle Renee Williams, daughter of our 
Sexton, Jo Rhodes.  The shower will be Satur-
day, December 11, at 1 p.m. in the Parish Hall.  
We’ll have good food, fun games and a great 
time!  Kristle is registered at Burlington Coat 
Factory and Target.  If you can attend, please 
respond to Beverly Gosnell at 760-3621 or at 
bgosnell@hotmail.com 
 
 
Coffee Hosts …  We need more coffee hosts for after the  
8:30 a.m. service.  Parishioners attending this service and choir 
members enjoy having a cup of coffee and a snack such as  
coffee cake, fruit, cookies, et.  We currently only have three 
people serving as coffee hosts for this service.  If you normally 
attend the 11 a.m. service, please consider coming to church 
once a month between 9 and 9:15 a.m. to do the set up for the 
early service.  Duties include putting out coffee cups, milk and 
sugar, water and either making or purchasing a couple of 
snacks.  If you think you would be willing to help out, please 
contact Beverly Gosnell at 760-3621 or bgosnell@hotmail.com.  
Thank you for participating in this important ministry. 
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A Different Kind of Christmas 
 
(Excerpts from an article by the Rev. Mary Frances Schjonberg 
for the Episcopal News Service) 
 
 As the days of Advent waiting dwindle down to the arrival of 
the joy of the Christ child’s birth, the clash between the season's 
theological importance and its commercial impact on the world’s 
economy becomes clearer.  Coupled with the economic downturn 
that began in 2008 and from which the U.S. is only now theoretically 
emerging, some observers report that more people are changing the 
way they approach holiday gift giving. 
 Many people are still spending money, however, and predict-
ing Christmas spending and its economic impact occupies many ex-
perts.  For instance, the National Retail Federation suggests that 
Americans will spend $447.1 billion on Christmas, up 2.3% from last 
year.  Pollsters for Gallup reported that Americans estimated that 
they would spend an average of $638 on Christmas last year and are 
report spending at $714 this year. 
 New Jersey based PNC Financial Services Group even pub-
lishes a slightly tongue-in-cheek annual Christmas Price Index based 
on the cost of the goods and services purchased by the True Love in 
the traditional carol “The Twelve Days of Christmas.”  According to 
the 27th annual survey, the price tag for the 12 gifts is $23,439.38 — 
up 9.2% from 2009. The most expensive items on the list—the seven 
swans a swimming will cost $5,600 this year and the nine ladies 
dancing will cost $6,273. 
 Meanwhile, the Chronicle of Philanthropy has reported that 
“by every measure, 2010 could be far more painful for charities and 
the people they serve than any other they have known,” as charities 
expect a median decline of at least 9% in donations.  All this while it 
has been reported that the U.S. government says nearly 50 million 
Americans now don’t get adequate nutrition every day. 
 The state of the economy has caused more people, and their 
faith communities, to consider economic justice and ethics and to ask 
themselves how do we want to live as Christians in such economically 
challenging times.  The question is also continuing to arise about  
should Christian’s re-examine behavior and try to better align faith 
and belief with actions.   
 
(Continued on Page 9)  
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 At this time of year, people of faith want to be in synch with 
what we believe in our heart and how we spend our time and our 
money.  Yet, we  need to remember the Prince of Peace every day.  
We need to carry the life of Christ with us through the Christmas 
holiday and all the days that follow.  That will certainly lead to a  
different kind of Christmas — one that lasts all year long. 
 
Speaking of Stewardship … 
 

 St. Anne’s has long noticed the difficulty guests have in 
finding the correct book to use at different times in the service.  
We use three books:  the Hymnal 1982 (Hymnal), The  Book of 
Common Prayer 1976 (Prayer Book) and Lift Every Voice and 
Sing (LEVAS). 
 To be good stewards of our property and good stewards 
to our guests and newcomers, we need approximately 100 of 
each book.  That means that, at present, we need 24 more 
Prayer Books and 12 LEVAS to get to the ideal. 
 The Liturgy Committee is using the second and third 
Sundays of Advent to sponsor a book drive.  The committee 
and another St. Anne’s member have given one of each book 
and these gifts will be the altar display on those specific Sun-
days.  We would like to invite the congregation to consider  
giving a Prayer Book or a LEVAS in memory of or in honor of 
someone special.  The books cost $22 a piece.  To donate a 
book, simply complete this short form and return it to St. 
Anne’s with your check. 

Yes, I would like to donate a Prayer Book/LEVAS  
 
In honor of ________________________________ 

In memory of _______________________________ 

Your name: ________________________________ 

 



Dates to Remember …   
 

December 2010 Events 
 

Dec. 4 Tam Tam Mandingue, 9 a.m.—4:30 p.m. 
Dec. 8 Pasta Supper with the Child Care Center, 5:30 p.m. 
Dec. 11 Community Peace Garden Work  Day, 8 a.m. -  noon 
Dec. 11 Baby shower for Jo and Wallace Rhodes’ grandchild, 
  Parish Hall, 1 p.m. 
Dec. 12 Labyrinth, 2—4 p.m. 
Dec. 19 Christmas Pageant, 11 a.m. service 
Dec. 19 Angel Tree presents due 
 
December 2010 Meetings 
 

Dec. 8 Prayer Shawl Knitting Ministry, after pasta supper 
Dec. 12 Finance Committee, 12:30 p.m. 
Dec. 12 Stephen Ministry, 12:45 p.m. 
Dec. 14 Vestry, 7 p.m. 
Dec. 15 Evangelism& Communications Committee, 6:30 .m. 
Dec. 19 Parish Life, 12:30 p.m. 
 

Prayer During the Week 
 

Education for Ministry—Mondays, 6:30 p.m. 
Centering Prayer, Mondays, 6:00—6:20 p.m. 
 

Mission Trip 
 

 Our YAC’s, Young Adults in the Church, Andrew Vanard  
and Jordan Hileman, are making plans for a mission trip to Costa 
Rica in mid-June 2011.  They want to open this opportunity to our 
congregation .  Unfortunately, we have more questions than answers 
right now as the Companion Diocese Officer is extremely involved 
with current mission groups and has not been available.  We’re not 
sure yet if it is too late to plan for that time period, but we thought 
we’d see how many people might be interested in joining us, if it is 
still feasible.  Please contact Donna Williams  if you would like to be 
kept up to date on our plans.  She’s at  3dwilliams105@gmail.com.  
In the meantime, please go to the blog for Marta Davis, our Compan-
ion Diocese Officer for the  last six months and you will realize how 
amazing she is and how blessed we are to have her.  The blog address 
is http://companionofficer.wordpress.com/. 



2010 CROP Hunger Walk 
 

 Challenging economic times did not put off our St. Anne’s 
walkers who collected your generous donations and “prayed with 
their feet” in the 2010 Winston-Salem/Forsyth County CROP Hun-
ger Walk.  Beverly and Bob Gosnell, Jordan Hileman, Judy and Kirk 
House, Lynda, Chuck and Kathryn Horney, Laura Phillips, Christy, 
Bvumani, Dante and Kiara Tongogara, and Donna Williams partici-
pated with many other churches in the community on that glorious 
October Sunday!  Donations were still coming in weeks after the 
event, including many from Beverly's and Bob’s family and friends all 
over the country.  Beverly raised $1,400, well beyond the $1,000 re-
quired to be in the select group of “Golden Shoes!”  Thank you to all 
our walkers and donors, and to all who supported us in prayer.  We 
raised $4,170.25 to benefit Crisis Control Ministries, Sunnyside  
Ministries and Church World Service.  Many thanks to Judy House, 
who stepped up the participation ladder and was the amazingly suc-
cessful Recruiting Chair for the WS/FC event.  Next year, she will 
lead the 2011 CROP Hunger Walk  in our community.  We are so 
grateful to her for her time and effort with this vital ministry! 
 

 
 

 
Sunday Services & Other Activities 

 
Sunday Holy Eucharist  
8:30 a.m. and 11 a.m. 

Healing Ministry, 1st Sunday  
of each month at the  

8:30 a.m. and 11 a.m. services 
Agape - 1st Sunday of each month  

after 11 a.m. service 
Labyrinth, 2nd Sunday of each month,  

2-4 p.m. 
Child Care Center  
for birth - 5 years 

Monday - Friday, 7 a.m. - 6 p.m. 
PFLAG - 4th Mondays 

 each month, 7 p.m. 
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St. Anne’s Episcopal Church 
2690 Fairlawn Drive 

Winston-Salem, NC 27106 
336-768-0174 

336-768-0243 (fax) 
Pastoral care: 336-918-9544 

E-mail: 
parishoffice@stannes-ws.org 

Webpage: 
www.stannes-ws.org  
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