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Order of the Meeting 

 
1. Open with Prayer 

 

2. Welcome our Interim Rector 

 

3. Stewardship Presentation 

 

4. Statements from Vestry Candidates 

 

5. Vestry Elections 

 

6. Financial Report 

 

7. Committee Reports 

 

8. Vestry Election Results 

 

9. Close with Prayer 

 
  



 
 
REPORT FROM THE 2016 DIOCESAN CONVENTION 

 

Delegates 
Shirley Smith 
DeAnna Hall 

Alternate 
 Joce Holthouser 

 
DeAnna Hall, Shirley Smith and Jocelyn Holthouser served as St. Anne's delegates to convention. 
Ron Sigrist was unable to attend so Jocelyn, the alternate, attended in his place. 
 
The Diocesan webpage at episdionc.org has published two informative articles on the convention, 
and we suggest you read both of them for an excellent overview of convention. They are “Recap: 
201st Annual Convention” and “ Disciple: Equipping the Saints: The 201st Annual Convention.” 
[See chart on next page] 
 
The theme of convention and Bishop Anne's pastoral address was “Equipping the Saints” with an 
emphasis on evangelism, reconciliation and exploring new ministries. To that end, the diocese has 
provided a wealth of resources and upcoming events on the “Equipping the Saints” calendar which 
is attached. Bishop Anne encouraged congregations to make use of the workshops, training events 
and advocacy events planned. 
 
Of particular interest was the panel of young adults that we heard on Friday. Two of the 
participants, Schuyler Moss and Melanie Rooks, were part of the Lift Every Voice pilgrimage to 
South Africa with Lawrence and Isaac, and both young women spoke powerfully about their 
transformative experiences there. 
 
The second panel that we heard on Saturday was by an inspiring and energetic group of parishioners 
who have begun amazing new ministries, some by very small congregations with limited funds but 
nevertheless, demonstrating what is possible with “God's reconciling presence.” One of the panelists 
was Betty Dillard, one of the founding members of Christ's Beloved Community here in Winston-
Salem. Others, we at St. Anne's know, who are also involved are Jason and Betina Wilkinson and 
Mark and Sherry Davidson. Another of the panelists told of the project of Good Shepherd, Rocky 
Mount to build and disperse dozens of beehives. Sadly, many were lost in Hurricane Matthew. 
However, the collection from the Opening Eucharist was dedicated to Hurricane Matthew Relief 
and the beehive project is to receive what it needs to replace all the beehives. 
 
There were nine resolutions proposed at convention and all passed. Some were more procedural in 
nature and codified recent practices-- on nominating candidates for Bishop, nominations for 
delegates and alternates to General Convention, electing trustees to Univ of the South, and 
amending By Laws for missions. One resolution put in place a procedure to permit for the removal 
for cause of a vestry member. Another provided for voting rights for the seven youth delegates from 
the seven convocations. Two additional resolutions were added and passed. The first condemned 
the use of torture as a tool of state power. The second was a resolution of support for our Native 
American Sisters and Brothers at Standing Rock who are in opposition to the Dakota Access 
Pipeline. Further information may be forthcoming for a possible trip being organized by some clergy 
within the diocese to stand with the demonstrators already there. 
 
We'll be happy to talk with you about convention, and we appreciate the opportunity to have 

represented St. Anne's. 



 
 

  



REPORTS BY WARDENS AND TREASURER  
 

Wardens’ Report 

 
I think it was a shock to us all when Lawrence announced the that his last day at St. Anne’s would 
be in July. None of us was prepared for this and the impact hit me especially hard. Many of you have 
mentioned to me how fortunate it was that I was retired and had the energy and time to fulfill the 
role of Senior Warden in transition.  
 
I have been quite busy since Lawrence left. There are vestry meetings to organize, all the issues that 
need to be addressed by this governing body to deal with, the search and discovery of an Interim 
Rector to help us on our journey through transition, the formation of a search committee and the 
continued effort to make sure that the congregation continues to be informed of our progress in this 
transition period.  
 
This Sunday as we conduct our Annual Meeting and welcome the Rev James Croom as our Interim 
Rector several of these efforts are now bearing fruit. We have a search committee with diverse, 
knowledgeable and deep thinking members.  We have wonderful candidates for our vestry election 
who have volunteered for this role with the knowledge that we are in transition. We are fortunate to 
have found a wonderful Interim Rector.  
 
The current vestry members were just as shocked by their increased responsibilities as I was. 
However, they have stepped up and been a great assistance to me as we deal with the budget and 
other important issues at St. Anne’s. 
 
St. Anne’s continues to be a vibrant community. We successfully organized and hosted the first 
Fairlawn Festival, the Journey to Justice group is still active and making progress, we have an active 
committee system and members that help with all the behind the scene activities needed to keep our 
community active. We even had a member hook up her car to a tree that needed to be taken down 
on the church property and used it to help pull that tree down.  
 
St Anne’s is a wonderful and loving community that continues to work, play and worship together. 
We continue working toward making our mission statement accurate and true. 

 

Finance/Treasurer’s Report 

Finance Committee:   Chair:  Gerry Link, Treasurer 
                                   Members: Ron Sigrist, Vestry Liaison 
     Cama Merritt 
     Robert Merritt 

     Stuart Winikoff  

Susan Bleckley 

This year, 2016 has been a learning experience for the Finance Committee and particularly for  

me. Paige French took me under her wing in 2015 and covered for me during the first quarter of  

2016 when my wife and I were staying on the Gulf Coast. Without her help, I would have been  

lost: and I owe her a great deal of gratitude.  

During the year we have developed Gift Acceptance Guidelines, and updated our guidelines for  
Reserve and Restricted Funds. We have completed the Annual Audit of the Church within the  



guidelines set by the Diocese of North Carolina. All these have be n approved and accepted by  
the Vestry. In addition, we have monitored the finances of St. Anne's Church and tried to keep  
the congregation apprised of our progress relative to pledges and expenses each month. With the  
departure of Fr. Womack in August, pledges have dropped significantly. But in the past few  
months we have also had a significant reduction in personnel expenses s we are in the black  
going into the final month of this year.  

As we move forward with Rev. Dr. Croom, our Interim Priest; we a e challenged to increase our  

income from pledges in 2017 so that we can call the caliber of priest we all want to lead us into  

the future. Transition is never comfortable for a Parish and ours is no exception. At the same  

time we have been able to realize the following:  

 Meet budget requests and needs of all our ministries and Programs.  
 Ensure the fiscal stability of St. Anne's through careful stewardship of our  

expenses.  
 Maintain a modest operating fund balance to meet future short term needs,  

although our cash reserves are less than we would 1ike.  
 

St. Anne’s Financial Activity 2016 

Below is a copy of the financial statement of St. Anne's through the end of November 2016,  
the latest month for which we have final figures (See attached). As you can see, year-to-date  
revenue from all sources totaled $ 236,645, or 84 of the annual budget and we should have  
been around 92 or $258,323. Pledge payments through November are below budget totaling  
$194,211 vs. our budget of $210,375. Under budget by $35, 89. Non-pledge/loose-plate  
income through Nov. is also below projected budget with actual contributions of $25,733  

Pledge payments in November were ahead of our budget for the month and we expect this to  

continue through year end. We are grateful for your faithful and timely support of St. Anne's  

mission and ministries. For those who haven't paid all the pledge, this is the final month to catch  

up and bring us back in line with our budget.  

2017 Budget  

The Finance Committee and Vestry are working on the 2017 budget. Our primary focus will be  

on continuing a budget that meets our needs, including calling a new rector and paying moving  

expenses and a salary that reflects a 2% increase over what we were paying Fr. Lawrence. Of  

course that will require additional contributions from all of us and growing St. Anne's parish as  

well. We will report on the final budget for 2017 after it is approve by the Vestry this month or  

in January 2017.  

Submitted by:  

Gerald Link  

Treasurer  

 
 
 
 



 

  



 

COMMITTEE REPORTS 
 

Buildings and Grounds 

Bill Cowden - Chair 
Laura Pallavicini - Vestry Liaison  
Members:  Pateah East, Margaret Hermann, Marie Linton, Julie Risher, Barbara Johnson, Sandra 
Sheldon, Isaac Womack, Paige French, Stuart Winikoff, Caleb Pallavicini, Bvumai Tongogara, John, 
Carolyn and Cameron Myracle, Nancy Halewood, Dante Tongogara, Mary Lynn Wigodsky, Jason 
Wilkinson, John Lockwood, Bob Gosnell 
 
Progress: 
The buildings and grounds committee was busy during the 2016 year.  During the ministry fair, we 
increased membership on the committee to over 21 members who helped with projects throughout 
the year.  The committee decided to assign certain members to the upkeep of  different areas of  the 
grounds and building so that maintenance would be easier throughout the year.  These areas 
included: 

 • The peace garden 
 • The playground 
 • The front flower beds 
 • The columbarium 
 • The  parish hall and narthex 

Through discussion with members and the outreach committee, it was decided that the current 
community garden would lay fallow for the 2016 year due to the intense requirement for volunteer 
time and energy that it needed.   

 
Bill Cowden generously agreed to take over as co-chair of  Buildings and Grounds in July of  2016 
and then as chair person in October 2016. 
 
Maintenance: 

• Additional maintenance outside of  volunteer labor was secured through a contract with 
Leaf-Releaf  gutter contractors who professionally clean and maintain gutters to prevent leaf  
build up in the fall/winter. 

• A new lawnmower was purchased in part through generous member donations and through 
the Druga Buildings and Grounds fund that is part of  the general budget.  The new mower 
allows many more volunteers to be able to assist with lawn care and upkeep. 

• Several adjustments and fixes were made to keep the water heater and dishwasher in working 
order. 

• An annual fire inspection showed several adjustments that needed to be made to the 
electrical box in the older wing of  the building and those have been fixed. 

• The committee decided to allow the grass of  the playground to grow over the current mulch 
to reduce cost and heavy upkeep of  mulching the playground as it is no longer being heavily 
used on a regular basis. 

• Regular workdays are being scheduled as needed to maintain shrubbery, leaf  clearing and 
general clean up. 

• The November workday is planned to become an annual event with yard work in the 
morning and a chicken stew lunch for all in attendance. 

The committee continues to discuss the various cosmetic, structural and internal needs of  the 
church to maintain an ongoing list of  necessary upkeep and maintenance.   
 



Strategic Discernment: 
In late 2015 and early 2016, the buildings and grounds committee began discussing the idea of  a 
“long range plan” to look at the use of  facilities and grounds as St. Anne’s grows and more outreach 
opportunities become available.  In response to this discussion, and interest from the congregation, 
the committee issued a parish wide survey in January of  2016 to hear what was most important for 
parishioners as they look at the future of  St. Anne’s facilities.  Through the results of  the survey, 
discussions of  Buildings and Grounds members and the vestry as well as the encouragement of  the 
Rector, an Ad Hoc committee was created to look at planning for the church as a whole as we move 
into the next decade.  This sub-committee is looking at different options to use the empty space at 
St. Anne’s as well as the potential ways that the current grounds and buildings can meet increased 
capacity for the community.  This sub-committee is in close communication with the vestry and will 
be inviting discussions and input from the congregation as progress is made.  Current sub-
committee members are: Laura Pallavicini, Robert Merritt, David Linton, Holly Marion and 
Katherine Hendren. 
 
 
Report Respectfully Submitted by: 
 
Laura Pallavicini, Vestry Liaison and former BG Chairperson 
 
 
 
  



 

Liturgy  

 
Susan Leonard, Chair 
Erik Ekstrand, Vestry Liaison;  
Joce Holthouser, Altar Guild;  
David Pegg, Music; 
 Sandy Sheldon, Becky Sigrist and Kit Reddeck 
 
The Liturgy Committee is consultative to the Rector.  We meet approximately 4 times per year – 
more when we are in transition! In 2016, we met in March, May, August, and October.  Many 
members support some function of the actual worship service or liturgy; the minister of music, the 
organist, the head of altar guild, a representative of each service (8:30 & 11 AM), etc.  Other 
members are simply interested in the liturgy of the church, some are lifelong Episcopalians and 
others want to learn about Episcopal liturgy.  Please join us! 
1. As convener/secretary, I believe the most impact on the liturgy committee in the past year comes 
from Fr. Lawrence’s departure from St. Anne’s.  We are maintaining the practices begun by Fr. 
Lawrence and are holding our own until we have an Interim Rector. We have been pleased to have 
contacted Fr. Jim Croom prior to his arrival in December and look forward to his stewardship of 
our liturgy. 
2. The greatest challenge for the liturgy committee is, as usual, the many differing preferences of the 
congregation regarding how we worship.  In transition, we will maintain what we have been doing 
and look toward any changes we, as a congregation and Interim Rector, desire in future. 
3. Again, as convener/secretary, I am pleased to welcome our Interim Rector and to work with him.  
We are still excited by the opportunity to have new members join the liturgy committees' work in 
the coming year. Our next meeting will be Tuesday, January 3 at 3:30 PM; please join us! 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Susan Leonard 
 

Music Ministry 

In 2016 St. Anne's music ministry continued to flourish in many ways. Highlights are listed below. 
 

• The choir welcomed two musicians, Kim DeWindt and Byah McGee. We are excited about their 
ministry with us. 

• This year the choir and all of St. Anne’s celebrated the donation of a kidney to our good friend, 
Leonard Rowe! Alleluia! Alleluia! 

•  In February, St. Anne’s said farewell to Ray Ebert , interim organist for five months, and 
welcomed Trey Williams as our new organist. Trey has enriched our music ministry in many ways, 
including the composing of “Holy Eucharist for St. Anne’s” –– settings of the Ordinary of the 
Mass. 

• The music ministry continued to increase musical offerings during the summer through the 
participation of St. Anne’s musicians and guests. 

• On September 11, a benefit concert entitled, “Celebrate America,” was given by Leonard Rowe 
and David Pegg. This was a fundraiser for Carolina Donor Services and the music ministry. 
Approximately $2000 was raised. 

• Special thanks are expressed to:  



- choral scholars: Peyton Marion, Sara Roberts, David Maize, and Thao Nguyen, for their 
leadership in the choir. 

- Barbara Johnson and Paige French for their meticulous maintaining of the music library and 
for their untiring efforts to keep us organized. We also thank them and Susan Leonard for 
washing our vestments! 

- Dale Link who keeps us tidy and intact through her gifts of sewing. 

- members of the congregation for their generous gifts to purchase music and other needs of 
the ministry. We especially give thanks and gratitude to Paige French for the most generous 
donation of her Steinway grand piano!  

 
On a very sad note: in October the choir and St. Anne’s lost a good friend, Dr. Annette Pashayan. 
Over 50 musicians from our church and the community came together to celebrate her life through 
music. May light perpetual shine upon her. 
 
The music ministry's ongoing goals for 2017 are: 

1. To nurture the congregation through excellence in liturgy and song. 
2. To grow and nurture St. Anne’s musicians. 
3. To encourage and support future musicians for the Church through our association with 

institutions of higher learning. 
4. To involve instrumentalists of the church and the community at-large in worship. 

 
In conclusion, a tremendous “thank you” goes to all the musicians at St. Anne's for their dedication 
and willingness to share their talents so freely throughout the year. In addition, we all are so grateful 
to Fr. Lawrence Womack, who we will miss terribly, and all the members of this vibrant faith 
community for their encouragement and unending support of the music ministry. We welcome and 
look forward to working together in ministry with Fr. James Croom, our interim rector. 
 
Thank you for the opportunity to serve among you! 
 
David Pegg 
Minister of Music 
St. Anne’s Church 

 Outreach 

  
Outreach has fewer members to carry out activities. Over the past year we have spent some time 
attempting to discern what we should be doing.  The three co-chairs of Outreach will step down by 
the end of the year. Betina Wilkinson has stepped down due to arrival of the new baby. We 
encourage Outreach Committee members and non-Outreach members to consider serving as an 
Outreach leader. We are also seeking fresh faces and ideas. 
  
Betina Wilkinson stepped down from El Pastor, but will still have information.  
Shirley Smith rotated off Vestry and was replaced by Jean Ballagh as liaison.  
Journey to Justice is continuing. Input received from St Anne's parishioners will be helpful as to how 
we move forward. Good response has been received from different points of view. We have not 
been successful in maintaining the relationship with St Stephens but are hopeful.  



 
 
Interfaith Voice/Many traditions board is interested in getting two representatives from each faith 
group, participating in the board meetings.  
 
 
Progress has been made in fulfilling the Millennium Development Goals (MDG) by contributing 
to Botswana, Bread for the World Letter Writing Campaign, Chiapas Mexico, Crop Walk, Episcopal 
Relief and Development, International Day of Peace, Nepal Nets for Life, Stop Hunger Now, 
Ugandan Child Soldiers and World Aids Day. Outreach decided to suspend the 0.7 percent 
contribution until we decide what to do to fulfil the Sustainable Development Goals. Contributions 
will begin again in 2017.  
 
 
An Anti-Racism Training was held on Saturday, February 20.  
 
 
Fuzzy Friends moved from working with Four Stepping Stones and Forgotten Felines of Forsyth 
County to working with New Leash on Life (organization that works with dogs and prisoners). Fund 
raising activities are making bandanas and mats for sale.  
  
Pie for the Community was a joint effort between Outreach and Parish Life this year. It was a 
success.  
 
 
It was  proposed that members of Outreach and parishioners participate in Christmas for the City 
as an Advent Project for 2016 was considered. The event is held annually at the Benton Convention 
Center. It has a number of sponsors, the largest being Love Out Loud. More information is available 
at christmasforthecity.com. There is a Gift Mart where parents can purchase toys for their children 
at very low cost and there are activities for the children. the consensus was that we would attent the 
event to become more familiar with it and possibly participate in 2017.   
  
Fuzzy Friends moved from working with Four Stepping Stones and Forgotten Felines of Forsyth 
County to working with New Leash on Life (organization that works with dogs and prisoners). Fund 
raising activities are making bandanas and mats for sale.  
  
Other St Annes activities over the last year were the Penny Campaign, Souper Bowl, Crop Walk, 
Bread for the World letter writing campaign, a Christmas Concert with contributions  made to 
Hospice and Palliative Care, Old Town Book Drive, hosting at Samaritan Ministries. Stop Hunger 
Now is delayed due to lack of support this year. An effort was made to partner with other churches.  
City with Dwellings: St Annes members supported City with Dwellings by preparing and 
serving meals to men staying at a church that was serving as an overnight shelter. These meals took 
place at a variety of churches throughout the city but mostly at Redeemer Presbyterian during the 
month of December 2015. A meal was also served on Christmas Eve and it went really well. The 
men were appreciative of getting home-cooked meals. There was some interest in continuing to 
serve meals. Marie Linton cannot continue leading the organization of this event so new 
leadership is needed. People are needed to prepare meals, serve meals, check-in hosts, overnight 
shelter monitors, people to make bag lunches, etc.   
 
 
St Anne's marched and had a booth at Pride Winston Salem.  
 
 



Catherine Hendren can no longer serve as point person for new refugees but will maintain a 
relationship with the Oumar family. A replacement for a point person has not yet been found.  
 
 
Fairlawn Festival was held on September 24 for the first time this year in an effort to reach out to 
our surrounding neighbors. It was a success. Some of our neighbors came to the festival. They were 
happy that we had an event outside in order for them to learn more about us. Community 
organizations were represented as well.  
  
Outreach read and reviewed Toxic Charity: How Churches and Charities Hurt Those They Help by 
Robert Lupton.  

Ministries Supported by Outreach:  
Angel Tree/Advent Project  
Augustine Tutoring Program  
Bread for the World  
El Buen Pastor  
Episcopal Farmworker Ministry  
Episcopal Peace Fellowship  
Family Services of Forsyth County  
Forsyth Educational Partnership  
Forsyth Jail and Prison Ministry  
Fuzzy Friends Ministry  
Hispanic League  
Interfaith Winston Salem  
Kel Billings, Missionary  
New Story Church-Waughtown Outpost  
Pilgrims of Ibillin  
Pride Winston Salem  
Samaritan Ministries  
Second Harvest Food Bank  
Vigils for Healing  
Winston Salem Street School  
World Relief  

Parish Life 

Beverly Gosnell, Chair 
Pateah East, Vestry Liaison: 
Drew Cleland 
Joce Holthouser 
Dale Link 
Marie Linton 
John Lockwood 
Martha Murphy 
Carolyn Myracle 
Sandy Sheldon 
Becky Sigrist 
Joan Stepp 
Christy Tongogara. 

The Parish Life Committee hosted several annual community building events in 2016, including the 
Shrove Tuesday Pancake Supper, the Dinner and Pie Auction to benefit AIDS Care Service, and the 



Pentecost Picnic, as well as the Welcome Back Breakfast with Pastoral Care.  And we continued for 
the 3rd year in a row with the Thanksgiving Day dinner and an Easter Agape.  Our ongoing monthly 
potluck suppers and dinner groups are going well as are coffee hours after both services with Parish 
Life and church members providing the food. All these events are effective in bringing people 
together for fun and fellowship.  We plan to continue them in 2017.    

  

We also hosted receptions for various occasions including several after memorial services for 
members of our church family who have passed on.  These events continue to be a distinguishing 
feature of St. Anne’s.   

  

Parish Life has a great team of people who work together to plan and organize these events.  St. 
Anne’s people have been wonderful about bringing food to share for all these occasions, and we are 
grateful to them for pitching in with some of the behind-the-scenes tasks so that our meaningful and 
memorable celebrations can be continued into the future.    



Stewardship 

Stuart Winikoff, Chair 
Nancy Young, Vestry liaison 
Paige French 
 
 
At Saint Anne's stewardship is about loving your neighbor. Tithing to our faith, is not a formula 
percent of your gross income, but it is a loving extension of our family. Be it through our time, 
talent or money. 2017 pledges are needed to complete budgeting process. A healthy Transitional 
budget is needed to help complete or search process. Please only if you can, consider raising your 
pledge by 2%. Thank you for being a valued part of St Annes family. Prayerfully Stuart 

 

 


