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“The new covenant of reconciliation...”  These words from the collect assigned to this 

Second Sunday of Easter point us beyond simply Jesus’ resurrection and the looked 

for promise of eternal life to the underlying reason that God has acted in history in 

such a dramatic way.  As you have heard me say before, God’s desire is that all are 

reconciled, brought back into right relationship with God and each other.  This new 

covenant of reconciliation, established between God and creation moves us from only 

doing the “right” thing for our own sakes – i.e. so that we can go to heaven – but now 

for the sake of the entirety of creation – i.e. so that we can help to bring about the 

reconciliation of all creation. 

This is what the people of this parish, the ones who have signed our petition and who 

support our efforts to speak out for our sisters and brothers of the Islamic faith, are 

doing.  This is way bigger than responding to Terry Jones, this is even more (and 

that’s saying a lot) than speaking out for peace, this is – at its core – essentially about 

reconciliation.  It might be the first small step, but ultimately actions such as ours will 

compel us forward into new relationships and if we are paying attention, will open up 

clearer paths to our understanding of one another. 

We are on the verge of having an encounter unlike any we have ever experienced.  

Encounters similar to the experiences of those who founded this parish;  experiences 

similar to those who founded and participated in the Experiment for Self-Reliance;  

experiences similar to those experienced by those who founded and participated in 

Crossing 51;  experiences similar to those experienced by those who participate in the 

Augustine Project.  We also stand in a similar position to the disciples in today’s 

gospel.  But instead of being locked away and fearful of what might befall us, we are 

opening our arms to embrace those to whom we are sent.  The amazing thing about 

this is that because we have a little more information that did the disciples, we trust 

that Christ will be there to embrace us!  Leaning forward into the embrace, we will 

feel the gentleness of our Savior’s breath and feel the peace that it gives.   

Trust me friends, it is not easy.  If you have ever endeavored to give an embrace, 

leaned into the other to impart a physical reminder of your presence and been met 
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with a rigid posture or even a “falling back” of the one you thought to embrace;  

know the awkward and vulnerable position that you place yourself in when attempting 

to embrace another.  And not only that, but making one’s self vulnerable to others 

that might be looking on and positing questions as to the relationship - the 

appropriateness, the significance of the embrace - can serve to put us in a difficult 

position, but this is to what we are called;  this is to where we are travelling.   

This new covenant of reconciliation is not a safe proposition for God either.  God has 

opened God’s self, yet again, to rejection.  Even after the great show of Love and 

Power that the Resurrection represents, God waits for us to come near and claim the 

depth of relationship that is being offered.  We have the choice to stay at arms’ length, 

to shun the invitation to even doubt its reality. 

Our dear, dear Thomas… he just won’t accept the improbable story that his friends 

are telling him.  He absolutely will not believe until he “sees it with his own eyes.”  He 

absolutely will not believe until he can touch Jesus, not simply touch him, but put his 

fingers in the nail wounds and his hand in the wound in Jesus’ side.  Seems rather 

juvenile, does it not – sort of an elaborate game of “show-and-tell,” yet Jesus obliges.  

It would have been perfectly understandable if Jesus just left Thomas in his doubt;  if 

Jesus simply said:  “O Thomas, grow up and get over yourself!” and not appeared 

again to the disciples.  But he did!  Jesus (and by extension, God) needed for Thomas 

to see and believe.  If he had not, he might not have traveled to India (if the tradition 

is to be believed) and spread the gospel in that land, and becoming the founder of the 

Mar Thoma Syrian Church.   

The lengths to which God will go are boundless, but God goes there not simply for 

our personal satisfaction or so that our pouting (I rather like to think of Thomas not 

as “doubting Thomas,” but as “pouting Thomas”) is ameliorated, but because God 

wants us to risk joining in on this crazy adventure of reconciliation. 

In his book Resurrection:  Interpreting the Easter Gospel, Archbishop of Canterbury, 

Rowan Williams embarks on a fascinating study of the Resurrection.  In his discussion 

of the second and third chapters of Acts, he describes the preaching of Peter and the 

disciples as proclaiming the dawning realization that it is through interaction with “the 

victim” (here meaning Christ) that we are truly saved.  He states:   
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What I have said so far suggests a provisional definition of the primary stage in preaching the 

resurrection as an invitation to recognize one’s victim as one’s hope.  The crucified is God’s chosen:  it 

is with the victim, the condemned, that God identifies, and it is in the company of the victim, so to 

speak, that God is to be found, and nowhere else…We are not talking of ‘the’ poor and despised, 

‘the’ victim in the abstract…When we make victims, when we embark on condemnation, exclusion, 

violence, the diminution or oppression of anyone, when we set ourselves up as judges, we are exposed to 

judgment (as Jesus himself asserts in Matt. 7:1-2), and we turn away from salvation.  To hear the 

good news of salvation, to be converted, is to turn back to the condemned and rejected, acknowledging 

that there is hope nowhere else.1 

“Well, what does that have to do with us, with reconciliation, with what we are doing 

here?”  Well, what Archbishop Rowan is pointing toward is this idea of the 

reconciling act of God in Jesus Christ.  What he is describing is a radical notion that in 

order to be reconciled, we – both individually and collectively, as the Body of Christ – 

have to go back to those whom we have victimized (or who have been victimized in 

our name) and seek to redress the issue, heal the division, meet our Lord! 

He goes on later to say that it is when we meet the stranger that is the Resurrected 

Christ (not the all-too-familiar Crucified Christ) we see our salvation expanded - we 

realize that we are not the victims, but the victimizers;  that the pain we feel is equally 

the pain we inflict, but that if we can meet Jesus, resurrected, we can understand the 

possibility of transformed relationships with those whom we have oppressed2 and 

conversely, those who have oppressed us. 

When an unknown, so-called Christian clergyperson on one side of the world acts 

violently toward unknown millions of individuals who are defined by a particular faith 

we (another relatively unknown, so-called Christian group) must come face-to-face 

with members of those hundreds of millions defined by that faith to find in 

transformed relationship with them, the understanding of salvation.  When Terry 

Jones burns a Qur’an in Florida and people die in Afghanistan (as a direct result), the 

people of St. Anne’s must seek out members of the Muslim community with whom 

we can build relationship and transform the balance of power in our world – seeking 

to meet the stranger, the Resurrected Christ – and helping to effect the Plan of God, 

the reconciliation of all. 

                                                           
1
 Resurrection:  Interpreting the Easter Gospel. Rowan Williams, The Pilgrim Press, Cleveland: 2002, 5-6. 

2
 Ibid.  72-76. 
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What we are doing here has been birthed from the very mind of God!  To the extent 

that we do anything, we do it for the sake of Jesus, the Resurrected.  We hope to meet 

that blessed stranger in all encounters, even with doubts and pouts, even as vulnerable 

and fearful.  We seek, not the nameless and faceless “victim,” but the ones for whom 

our actions have been violent.  And so that brings me to a suggestion for celebrating 

the Easter Joy.  Are there any with whom you need to be reconciled?  Mind you, this 

is not Celebrating Easter 101, this is at least a graduate level class!  But that does not 

get you off the hook.  Most here are not brand new Christians.  Most  have heard the 

stories time and time again.  Now just might be the time to practice what we preach.  

We are doing it collectively, might it not be time to do it personally? 

In other words, from the mind and imagination of one of our members and friends – 

“Do Easter!”  (Thank you Doug!).  Do that which expresses not only your joy in 

meeting the Risen Lord, but that expresses how you will take risks for that Lord.  Seek 

to be reconciled, sing out loud, sit and stare at the flowers as you pass by them, have a 

conversation (out loud) with God, be playful, smile at disappointments and welcome 

strangers.  I do not know what you and God will work out, but make sure that 

whatever you are doing, that you keep in mind the “new covenant of reconciliation” 

that is now established between God and creation and simply DO EASTER! 


